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the roots. The roots hang down in the water and serve as a counter-
poise which helps to keep the plant right side up.

Swamp vegetation. Around the edges of quiet bodies of fresh
water, and in shallower water than that in which plants with
floating leaves occur, there is often a conspicuous development of
swamp composed largely of erect plants (often monocotyledonous)

FIG. 281. Interior of Philippine mangrove swamp at low tide
Note the aerating prop roots of Rhizophora and the erect aerating roots which
project upward out of the mud
with roots under water or in saturated soil and with shoots extend-
ing into',the air (Fig. 280). Such plants contain conspicuous air
passages for the aeration of the roots. In other cases the shallow
water is occupied by a growth of shrubs or trees. Salt-water
swamps in temperate regions are occupied by a reedlike growth
consisting largely of monocotyledonous plants. In the tropics
mangrove-swamp forests are formed on mud flats which are
exposed at low tide and at high tide are covered by salt water.
Mangrove-swamp forests. The term mangrove-swamp forest is
applied to the type of forest occurring on tidal flats along trop-
ical seacoasts (Figs. 235, 281). The conditions most favorable